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West Kansas Coaches,

It is time to start thinking about the second round of qualifying tournaments.  This letter is to provide information concerning the Student Congress qualifying tournament.  A letter will follow dealing with the Lincoln-Douglas and Public Forum tournaments.

STUDENT CONGRESS

The Student Congress qualifier will be held on March 19-20, 2004, at Garden City High School.  There will be five (5) hours of preliminary debate on Friday and a four (4) hour Super Session on Saturday.

As of now, we will be hosting a qualifying Senate and as many qualifying Houses as we have entries to hold.  In the Houses 25-29 students=1 house; 30-60 students=2 houses; 61-90 students=3 houses and 91+ students=4 houses.  So be checking your numbers.  Two Senators will qualify and from 1-4 will qualify out of the houses.

The number of students you can enter is based on memberships and degrees you have on record at the National Office SEVEN days prior to the tournament(March 12).  See page 10 in the Student Congress Manual for the scale.  Congress entries DO NOT count against the IE entries.  A student may compete in two other events as well as Congress.

Entry fee is $7 per student.  Make checks payable to West Kansas NFL.

Both packets of legislation will be open to debate.  The third packet of legislation will be debated ONLY in Saturday's Super Session.

The base system will be used in all qualifying chambers.  We will have some outside scorers.  Coaches will still be doing the majority of the scoring.  Everyone will help run the tab.

Green sheets are due March 12.  Fax 1-620-665-4875.  Or bring to Salina South Congress.

Once we know the number of chambers I will let you know and then you will need to email me student names and the chambers they are in by noon on March 18 (Thursday).

ALL COACHES:  GARDEN CITY HIGH SCHOOL WILL RUN A FORENSICS TOURNAMENT ON SATURDAY FOR YOUR FORENSIC STUDENTS AND CONGRESS STUDENT THAT DON'T MAKE THE SUPER SESSION

THANKS JASON & RUSS!!!

STUDENT CONGRESS PROCEDURES

1)  All students will debate the first two packets during preliminary sessions.

2)  The base system of scoring will be used in all chambers (prelims & super session).

3)  Each chamber may nominate up to four trial presiding officers.  Each trial P.O. will get an equal amount of time running the chamber.  At the end of the session each chamber will vote for P.O.  The P.O. with the second most votes will preside over Sessions #2 and #3; while the P.O. with the   most votes will preside over Sessions #4 and #5.

4)  At the end of the preliminary sessions the base scoring system will be used to determine the students that advance to the Super Session.  The top 12 in the Senate will advance and the top 5 out of each House will advance to the Super Session on Saturday.

5)  Only the third packet of legislation will be debated during the Super Session.

6)  Gary Harmon and Harold Keller will be the Presiding Officers for the Super Session.

7)  Qualifiers will be based on Super Session scoring using the Base System.  Ties will be broken using the tie breakers and prelim scores.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

FRIDAY (3-19-04)

Registration
12:00

Swearing In
12:30

Committees
12:45

Session #1
1:00

Session #2
2:00

Session #3
3:00

Session #4
4:00

Session #5
5:00

SATURDAY (3-20-2004)

GARDEN CITY HIGH SCHOOL FORENSIC TOURNAMENT
8:00

Super Session Committees
7:45

Session #6
8:00

Session #7
9:00

Session #8
10:00

Session #9
11:00

Lunch
12:00

Awards
2:00

Pick West Kansas Leg for Nationals
ASAP

Any questions, please ask.

Thanks,

Glenn Nelson
