West Kansas NFL District Committee 
Glenn Nelson-Hutchinson

Jody Eves-Salina South 

Nicholas Owen-Salina Central 
Lyndie Taylor-Lyons 

Greetings, 

I know most of you are busy getting ready for the upcoming school year, so this letter will be brief. The following information will be broken down into: general district information and then information from the Summer Chair Conference. 

GENERAL DISTRICT INFORMATION

1) Remember to pay your district dues of $35. Please send your dues to Nick Owen by October 1, 2006. 

2) Please email me the following information: Name, school, school address, phone number, fax number and your home phone number. 

3) The NFL online point system has been updated-so don't be shocked at the new look. The update is suppose to be faster and easier. 

4) As you all know, Derby is hosting the 2007 NFL National tournament. Some of you may have received a letter from Darrell Harbaugh requesting both monetary and work help from the districts in Kansas. Should West Kansas give a money donation to the 2007 National Tournament? Also, do any of you want to volunteer to work the tournament? Please 4~mail me your thoughts. 

5) The committee will recommend to the National Office that they grant charter status to Salina Sacred Heart. We are glad to again have Sacred Heart back in West Kansas! 

6) It looks like we will be able to do our congress qualifier in one day still. There are some potential changes in student congress that the executive council is going to be looking at during their fall meeting, but none seem to impact one day congress qualifiers. 

SUMMER CHAIR CONFERENCE INFORMATION

1) There was a big push for districts to use the Joy of Tournaments software at the qualifying tournaments. I think it will be only time before the National Office will require districts to use the JOT software. 

2) The National Office is looking at going to a "qualifying quota" to determine numbers that qualify to nationals. For example: the quota is going to be based on the number of degrees & memberships a district had the previous year. The national office would set two quotas. The example they used was 1,100 and 800. Districts having over 1,100 d/m would qualify 3 entries in each event to nationals(as long as the district has enough entries to qualify two in the event- a precaution so districts don't just enter 5 in an event). Those districts; having 800-1,099 would qualify 2 entries. Also, if your district is qualifying 2 to nationals, but has enough entries to earn 3 in an event, you will get the 3 entry in that event only. Once the national office figures it out they will let us know. 

3) Policy debate, Lincoln-Douglas, Student Congress and IE all had major recommendations for potential change. The executive council will look at these recommendations at their fall meeting, where changes COULD be made. I will hit the major issues in this letter. I am planning to have website master Ken Troyer scan the actual documents on to our NFL District website where you can look at the full recommendation document. Remember these are not policy, just recommendation for now. 

POLICY DEBATE

1) There is a push to allow computers in policy rounds. Texas is moving toward it, hotly debated on both sides. 

2) A move to decrease what you have to read in an evidence citation during the round. 

3) A request for more topic papers to be presented. Only five were presented this year. 

4) Improve the information provided on the judges' paradigm forms. More helpful to the debaters. 

5) Oral critiques were discussed. Should be positive, not done before the ballot is turned in, a ballot must be written. 

6) The magic 8 ballots. Some want to do away with the run off round and take all the teams who earn 8 ballots in the prelims. Doing this would have increased debate teams in rounds 7-8 from 49 teams to 61 teams. 61 teams = more judges longer tournament, etc. 

STUDENT CONGRESS

1) Change the name to "congressional debate". 

2) Revisit the "core" values of student congress. 

3) Look at four different methods of qualifying in congress. 

4) Separate NFL congress points from service points 

5) No student vote at the national tournament. 

6) One minute cross-ex after each speech at nationals. 

LI NCOLN-DOUGLAS

1) Clarify Event description/guidelines of L-D. 

2) New judges instructions given to all judges. 

3) Revamping the judges paradigm cards. 

4) Evidence citation, last name only. 

5) Revamp the ballot. 

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS

1) Major issues with "creative latitude" when cutting and/or performing interp material. IE- addition of characters not in the text; changing of genders; switching lines from one character to another; addition of verbal and nonverbal material not justified by the text, etc. 

2) Discussed what is legal NFL material to perform in oral interp? 

3) Establish a "grace period" at nationals. Oral interp main events get 30 seconds, while supplementary events will get 15 seconds. 

4) Critique! sheets will return to the national tournament. 

5) NFL will consider the impersonation or direct replication of the Final Round videotapes as plagiarism. Some districts have already disqualified students for this violation. 

Again, these ideas/recommendations are not policy. Some of these will be discussed and voted on by the executive council at their fall meeting. 

Hopefully, the full documents will soon be on the West Kansas website for you to view. 

Any comments/concerns feel free to contact me or the people on the committee. Another good person to contact would be Pam McComas of Topeka High-she is on the executive council, 

Thanks, 

Glenn Nelson 

