West Kansas District

Glenn Nelson--Hutchinson
Lyndie Taylor-Lyons
Nick Owen – Salina Central

Jody Eves – Salina South

David Williams – Newton

Coaches, 

The following letter will hopefully address questions and concerns related to the upcoming West Kansas Congress Qualifying tournament.

Student Congress

The Student Congress Qualifying Tournament will be held on March 7, 2008, at  Salina South High School. Jody Eves will be our host. The tournament will consist of five hours of preliminary debate and four hours of Super Session debate. I have enclosed a tentative schedule of the Congress Tournament.

As of now, we will be hosting a qualifying Senate and as many qualifying Houses as we have entries. In the Houses 25-29 students = 1 house; 30-60 students = 2 houses; 61-90 students = 3 houses and 91+ students = 4 houses. So be checking your numbers. Two Senators will qualify and from 1-4 will qualify out of the houses.

The number of students you can enter is based on memberships and degrees you have on record at the National Office SEVEN days prior to the tournament (2-29-08). See page 10 in the Student Congress Manual for specifics. Congress entries DO NOT count against IE entries. A student may compete in two other events as well as congress.

The entry fee is $7 per student. Make checks payable to West Kansas NFL.

The 5 preliminary hours of debate will cover only legislation in the initial packet. The super session legislation will be debated ONLY in the Super Session. Should the super session legislation be exhausted, then and only then, may debate return to the initial packet of preliminary legislation.

Green Sheets

The green sheets are available at:

http://www.nflonline.org/DistrictInformation/DistrictTourForms#conforms Please note that there are 2 district green sheets – 1 for Congress entries and another for all other entries. The online version allows you to type in all of the needed information and print. They are due on February 29. You can fax me a copy, but please remember to bring the original to the tournament. Make s
you have the appropriate signatures: the student, the principal, and the coach. Double check to make sure your students are members of the NFL at least 7 days prior to the tournament.

Letter of Intent

Coaches – don’t forget that any student double entering any one or combination of district qualifying tournaments needs to complete a letter of intent and submit it prior to the competition. Such a form is available at the web site listed above for green sheets.

Scoring

The base system will be used in all chambers. There will be two scorers in each chamber/session (1 head coach and 1 assistant coach). Scoring will be done by head coaches and assistants only. Scorers will be assigned to chambers randomly the day of the tournament. A scoring schedule will be made available in advance of the first session. Scorers are encouraged to disclose their paradigm sheet or at least advise the chamber as to their preferences in speaking style prior to commencement of the round of competition.
STUDENT CONGRESS PROCEDURES

1) All students will debate preliminary packets of legislation (packet #1-#2) during preliminary sessions.

2) The base system of scoring will be used in all chambers (prelims & super session).

3) Each chamber may nominate up to four trial presiding officers. Each trial P.O. will get an equal amount of time running the chamber. At the end of the session each chamber will vote for P.O. The P.O. with the second most votes will preside over Sessions #2 and #3; while the P.O. with the most votes will preside over Sessions #4 and #5.

4) At the end of the preliminary sessions the base scoring system will be used to determine the students that advance to the Super Session. The top 12 in the Senate will advance and the top 6 out of each House will advance to the Super Session.

5) The Super Session packet of legislation will be debated during the Super Session. This packet must be completed prior to debate returning to the preliminary packets.

6) Presiding Officers for the Super Session will be students, following #3 in format. 

7) Qualifiers will be based on Super Session scoring using the Base System. Ties will be broken using the tie breakers and prelim scores.

8) Students may speak only once during each session.

West Kansas NFL District

Student Congress Qualifier

March 7, 2008
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Schedule

8:00


Registration

8:30


Assembly – Swearing in

8:45


Committees

9:00


Session One

10:00


Session Two

11:00


Session Three


Lunch on your own

1:00


Session Four

2:00


Session Five


Break/Tab/Posting of Super Session

3:45


Super Session Committees

4:00


Super Session One

5:00


Super Session Two


Dinner Break

6:30


Super Session Three

7:30


Super Session Four

ASAP


Awards
